THE DEGRADED PERSISTENCE OF MING-SHU

now creeps towards his end by a more tortuous
path. Whether or not dimly suspecting something
of the strategy by which your imperishable life
was preserved to-day, it is no part of his depraved
scheme that you should be given a like oppor-
tunity again. To-morrow another will be led to
judgment, one Cho-kow, a tribesman of the
barbarian land of Khim."

" With him I have already conversed and shared
rice," interposed Kai Lung. " Proceed, elegance.5'

"Accused of plundering mountain tombs and
of other crimes now held in disrepute, he will be
offered a comparatively painless death if he will
implicate his fellows, of whom you will be held to
be the chief. By this ignoble artifice you will be
condemned on his testimony in your absence, nor
will you have any warning of your fate until you
are led forth to suffer."

Then replied Kai Lung, after a space of thought:
"Not ineptly is it written, 'When the leading
carriage is upset the next one is more careful,' and
Ming-shu has taken the proverb to his heart. To
counteract his detestable plot will not be easy,
but it should not be beyond our united power,
backed By a reasonable activity on the part of
our protecting ancestors."

"The devotional side of the emergency has had
bhis one's early care," remarked Hwa-mei. " From
laybreak to-morrow six zealous and deep-throated
monks will curse Ming-shu and all his ways un-
ceasingly, while a like number will invoke blessings
irid success upon your enlightened head. In the
natter of noise and illumination everything that
jan contribute has been suitably prepared."

"It is difficult to conjecture what more could
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